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January 30, 1963

Nancy Phelps Blum
120 East 65th St, '
New York 20, N, Y,

Dear Mrs. Blum:

The report of the Colebrook Historic District Study Committee having

been submitted to the various members of this commission, the commission
has voted to approve this report subject to the comment that this approval

is based solely upon the report as presented, inasmuch as it is not possible '
for all the members of the commission to physically inspect the area concerned,

I would like to add that several members of the commission commented on
the excellent presentation which was prepared by your committee, and which
they consider an outstanding job. As soon as I can have them properly
wrapped, I will return to you your folders of photographs of the buildings
contained in the area,

Very truly yours,
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Whitney L., Brooks

Chairman
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REPORT
of the
Colebrook Historic District Study Committee
December 19, 1962

The above-named committee, appointed at a special town
meeting June 12, 1962, respectfully submits its recommendations
for the Town of Colebrook, as provided under Public Act No. 430
(19€1), An Act Concerning the Fstablishment of Historic Districts.

The Historic District Study Committee has during the perilod
since its formation:

Photographad all of the bulldings recommnanded herewith and
researched the historic background of each.

Prepared posters on which these photographs are mounted
along with the applicable historical information, and
placed this material on display along with explanatory
leaflets, in the Town Hall.

Discussed with and received agreement from all of the
owners of the buildings involved,

Conferred at length and on freauent occasions with the
Chairman of the Connecticut Historie Commission. '

Benefitted by the assistance and educational bulletins

of the National Trust on Historic Precevvation (of which

the Colebrook Historical Society has become a member).

A booklet has been issued by the National Trust entitled
"Criterla for Fvaluating Historic Sites and Buildings." These
criterla seem to be thoroughly applicable to the districts which the
Study Committee is recommending for Colebrook, and read in part as
follows:

"A structure or area should have outstanding historical and

cultural significance in the nation or in the state, rerion,

or community in which it exists. fuch significance is found in:

Historiec structures or sites in which the broad cultural,

political, econoulc or social history of the.....comnunity
is best exemplified, and from which the visitor mey grasp
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in threes-dimensional form one of the larger patternsof
the American heritage,

ftructures or areas that are identified with the lives of
historiec personages or with important events in the main
currents of national, state or local history.....

Preference should be given to those structures or sites where
there 1s a preponderance of original material or other
physical remains which have retained their integrity,
(Integrity is a composite quality derived from original
workmanship, original locatlion, and intangible elements

of feeling and association).....m '

Therefore, the Study Committee recoummends the designation of
the following two separate historic districts:

One. The immediate vicinity of Colebrook Center, to be known as
the Coleb ok Center Historic District. This includes the following
buildings and their adjacent property line;, all within view from the
Church Green:

The Church, the Norman Thompson house, the Margaret Thompson
house, the Kochey house, the Cooper house, the Town Hall,
the Firehouse, the grey barn, the Parsonage, the Prentice
house, the Pruyn house, Rockwell House, the Store, %Woodbine
Cottage, and Rockwell Hall,

This district is approximately described ag follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the wasterly line of

the Highway leading from Colebrook Center to North Colabrook (ftate
Highway 183) with a line parallel to and 50 feet distant northerly
from the northerly face of the Prentice house, so-called; thence
running westerly along said parallel 1line and partly along a stone
wall approximately 225 feet to a corner of stone walls; thence
running southerly along a stone wall about 65 feet to a corner of
stone walls; thence running easterly along a stone wall aboul 18
fert to the end thereof; thence running southerly in a straight
line about 105 feet to the westerly end of a stone wall which

runs easterly and westerly; thence running easterly along said

last mentioned wall about 110 feet to a point in the prolonpation
nortiserly of the line of a stone retaining wall; thence ruming
southerly along said last mentloned line and wall to the end of
saild wall and land of FRlizabeth B. Dribben; thence running

westerly along said Dribben land to a stone wall and land of
Carolyn P. Pruyn; thence running southerly along said Pruyn land,
partly along a stone wall and partly along a wire fence, to the north-
eriy line of the Hi hway leading from Colebrook Center to Norfolk
(state Highway 182A); thence running easterly along the northerly
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line of said Hiphway about 100 feet to a2 point in the prolongation
northerly scross the sald Highway of the line of a stene wall on

the Rockwell Hall premiseg; thence crossing sald Highway on saild
last mentioned line and continulng southerly along said last
mentioned stone wall and alonpg a wire fence and the prolongation

of the line of sald fence to the northwesterly line of the High-
way leading from Colebrook Center to "insted (State Highway 183)

at or near a culvert under said Highway; thence crossing said High-
way to a corner of stone walls on land of the Thompson Corporation;
thence running southeasterly along a stone wall and the prolonpgation
of the line of said wall about 300 feet to a stone wall; thence
running easterly along sald last mentioned stone wall and the pro-
lonpation of the line thereof, which line runs approximately
parallel to and about 145 feet distant from the southerly wall of

a red barn on saild Thompson Corporation premises, to a point in

the prolongation southerly of the line of the easterly wall of

sald barn; thence rumnning soutberly in the prolongation of the

last mentioned line about 90 feet to a point; thence running east-
erly in a straight line parallel to and about 50 feet southerly

of the southerly wall of the dwelling now occupled by Margaret S.
Thompeon to the westerly line of the Smith Hill Road, so-called,

at the southerly end of a white picket fence; thence crossing sald
Smith Hill Road to the northerly end of a stone wall at the south-
westerly corner of land of Edward L., Kcchey; thence running east-
erly along the same line 100 feet to a point; thence running north-
erly in a straight line to the southeasterly corner of the lot on
which the Crey Barn is situated, being a corner of stone walls;
thence running northerly along the easterly line of said barn lot
and a stone wall to a corner of stone walls; thence running north-
erly along a line, which line 1s the prolongation southerly of the
easterly boundary line of the lot on which the Parsonage ie¢ sit-
uated, to the southeasterly line of the highway leading from
Colebroock Center to fandy Brook; thence crossing said highwsy in
the same line to the southeasterly corner of the Parsonage lot;
thence running northerly along the easterly boundary line of said
Parsonage lot to the northeasterly corner thereof; thence running
westerly along the northerly boundary of said Parsonage lot to the
easterly line of sald Highway leading from Colebrook Center to
North Colebrook; thence crossing said Highway to the westerly line
thereof, and thence running northerly along the westerly line there-
of to the point or place of beginning.

Two. The lmmediate vicinity of the area known as Phelps Corners
(or Phelps Tarms) to be known as the North Colebrook Historic District.
This includes the following bulldings and their adjacent property
lines at North Colebrook:

The Phelps Tavern, the Coach House, the Yellow House, the Blum

house, the General Phelps house, the Chimney House and the North
Colebrook Baptist Church.
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. This district is approximately described as follows:

Y

Bepginning at the point of intersection of the westerly line of the
Highvay leading from North Colebrock to fandinfield, Massachusotts
(“tate ‘Hiphway 183) witb a line parallel to and 175 feet distant.
southerly. from the southerly face of the Generzl Phelips house,.”
go-called; “thence running westerly along said parallel line1gﬁ;
proximately 225 feet to the easterly bank of the Sandy Brook;
thence running northerly and northwesterly along said bapK of

said brook approximately 420 feet to the point where the easterly
bank of Sandy Broolk, meets the southerly line of sald .ftate Hiphway;
thence running westerly along the southerly line ofsaid Highway,
crossing saild brook téiland of the North Colebrogk” Baptist Church
Society, Inc.,; thence running southerly, westerdy, northerly and
easterly along the easterly, southerly, westgfiy and northerly
boundary lines of the land af said Church Lo sald ftate Hiphway;
thence running northeasterly™in a straight line crossing sald ftate
Highway and said brook to the westerly dine of the Prock Hill Road,
so-ca'led, at a polnt 10 feet distant 'northerly from the northerly
face . the garare building on theland on which the building known
as the Yellow House Is situatedLﬁ£h$h§e running southerly along the
westerly line of said Prock Hill Road *o the point of lntersection
of said road with the northeasterly line=of said State Highway;
thence crosring said Prock-Hill Road on a “llne parallel to the
northerly face of the buyilding known as the Phelps Tavern and
running easterly on sa#d line to the point of Itg intersection with
a line which is parallel to and €0 feet distant Ppom the easterly
face of the saild Tavern; thence running southerly along sald last
mentionad line t6 the point of its intersection with &, line parallel
to and 125 feet distant southerly from the southerly fabg of said

Tavern; thence running westerly along said last mentione&ﬁ%;ne to
the easterly line of said State Highway; thence crossing sald, State
Highway to the westerly line thereof and thence running southé?iy
alorg the westerly line thereof to the point or place of beginning.

The Study Coumittee's reasons for feeling that portions of the Town

of Colebrook should properly be declared an historic district stem from

the historic nature of the town itself, and from the present_aspect of
Colebrook Center and of Phelps Corners.

Historically., Governor Roper Wolcott and several members of his

family were original "indsor proprietors and personally concerned with
the establishment of the town. Colebrook's oldest building, Rockwell
House, included in the proposed district, is the only remaining home of

a first settler, and for many years after it was bullt in 1767 it was
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headquarters for the people who made the town's earliest history. The
sites of at least three important Revolutionary iron forges lie along-
slide the town's streams. Thirteen Hesslan soldiers lie buried in an
unuwarked common grave in the old South Cemetary at Colebrook Center;
they had been members of a contingent of the five thousand men sur-
rendered by Burgoyne at Saratoga in October, 1777, and their route of
march to Boston lay through Colebrook. Jonathan FEdwards 2nd lived and
preached here from 1795 to 1799. At North Colebrook, in the proposed
district, the tavern built in 1789 by Captain Aréh Phelps, grandson of
the original proprietor, and kept by him well into the next century, 1s
part of the farm which, a hundred years ago, was described as "one of
the finest in Litchfield County." And, finally, there is the historiecal
fact that Colebrook in 1779, was the last town in Connecticut to be
incorporated, by a single Act of the General Assembly together With

Barkhamsted.

Ihe Present Aspect. It has been sald of Colebrook Center that 1t
has one of the most unspoiled town greens in Connecticut. This must
be because 1t looks very much as it did a hundred years ago. It 1s
pleasing to the eye; it is spare and clean; and it is authentic - the
buildings date from 1767 to approximately 1845. As a town of 791 people
(census of 1960) the Church, where the townspeople still vote, has always
been the social, civie and religious center. The proposed districts
at Colebrook Center and at North Colebrook are both fortunate in that
the original buildings and their surroundings have been preserved intact
for so many fgenerations. |

These two districts each lle squarely on Route 183, within two

miles of one another, and, if they remain as they were and as they are,
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will be a source of pride to the residents, and of pleasure to both

the casual traveler and the knowledgeable visitor, for generations

to coume,

‘

Because Colebrook 1s remarkably unchanged in a rapidly changing
world, the Study Committee feels the declaration of these two areas
as historic distriéts to be fitting and proper; that that insuring the
continuance of Colebrook as an historic village would enhance real

estate values, and would in general be an asset to all property owneré

in the town.

Nancy Phelps Blum Dorothy Cooper

Judge Erving Pruyn Harry Willlams, Sr.

Edward Kochey



