
Colebrook Conservation Commission 
Minutes of Meeting 

April 14, 2026 

Meeting called to order by Joyce Hemingson at 7:05 p.m. 
Attendance: Joyce Hemingson, Linda Bickford, Michael Corbin and Edna Travis 

January 13, 2026 Minutes were approved. 

Cooper Trail: Joyce reported that Kim Janak had found some folks who might help with tree 
work on the trail and would send her their quotes. 

Pollinator Garden: We need to replace some plants; and we need to be sure to contact 
Eversource before we dig on the side so that our work is away from electrical service in the 
area. 

Multi-Town Japanese Knotweed Project: Joyce and Edna noted that the group would be 
continuing its project of knotweed removal on Town (and state) roads with four other towns. The 
group is also broadening its scope as group members suggest additional projects. Dave Lewis 
from Barkhamsted has created a Substack blog with a series of articles he calls Home Ground. 

Cleanup Day: Trash bags will be available from 9 a.m. to noon on April 25 outside the Town Hall 
second floor meeting room. People can sign up for a specific road (or portion of a road) in 
advance by contacting Karen Odell. Joyce and Kim have made posters and Joyce will be in 
touch with local groups to urge them to sign up for streets. Michael suggested that all 
landowners should be asked to be sure that their own property frontage is free of debris. 

Beaver Pond Walk on CT Trails Day, June 6: Joyce has arranged for James Jylkka of the Army 
Corps of Engineers to lead a walk with her starting at 10 a.m. 

Pisgah Mountain Road: The Town has submitted an application to the Inland Wetlands 
Commission. It will be on the agenda for the next meeting, Tuesday April 21 at 6:30 p.m. Edna 
will attend as an alternate member of the Inland Wetlands Commission. 

Membership: Former member Elizabeth Norman has passed away suddenly. Joyce, Linda, Kim  
and Edna had attended the memorial service in Norfolk. We shared our thoughts about 
Elizabeth and the service. Joyce had asked Brad to put a request for new members in his 
Thursday selectman’s email and he will let her know of the response. 

Conservation Commission effort for Japanese knotweed removal along town roads and private 
property (adjacent to roads and beyond): Joyce handed out the list of 21 identified locations as 
well as a draft letter to affected landowners. There was discussion about what is needed and 
about expectations. Specifically: the scope of the project, the division of roles and 
responsibilities between the Town and the Commission, and how to recruit volunteers. Michael 
suggested that we approach the regional high school. Joyce has a contact at the Vo-Ag 
department. There will be a meeting at Town Hall on April 21 to discuss this further with the the 
First Selectman Brad Bremer and head of Public Works Bill Jasmin. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Edna Travis, Acting Secretary


